
Feast Day: September 21

Patron Saint of: Accounts, Bankers and Tax Collectors

Philip is mentioned in the list of Apostles provided by

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and the Book of Acts. Otherwise,

he is specifically mentioned only in the Gospel of John.
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Philip is specifically mentioned in

the Biblical account of the

multiplication of the loaves and

fishes. Because of this, Saint

Philip is often symbolized by two

loaves of bread.

Feast Day: May 3

Patron Saint of: hat makers, pastry chefs, and cobblers

Origins of Saint Philip

Saint Philip is credited with

evangelizing Greece, Syria, and Phrygia.

He eventually traveled to the Egyptian

city of Heliopolis, where he would be

martyred under Emperor Domitian.

Tradition holds that he was whipped,

thrown into prison, and then crucified

upside-down. His remains can be found

in the Holy Apostles Basilica in Rome.

After the Ascension

Like Peter and Andrew, Philip was from

Bethsaida, Galilee. He was a disciple of John

the Baptist. After John testified that Jesus was

the Messiah (John 1:29-34), Jesus found Philip

and said to him, “Follow Me” (John 1:43). Philip

went to Nathanael and said to him: “We have

found him of whom Moses in the law, and the

prophets did write, Jesus the son of Joseph of

Nazareth” (John 1:45). Philip brought Nathanael

to Jesus, and he was also made an apostle. 

Philip comes from the

Greek name “Philippos,”

meaning “friend of horses.”
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