
The scallop shell is

an ancient Christian

symbol often

associated with

pilgrimages. Saint

James is the patron

saint of pilgrims, and

the scallop shell

was soon his symbol.

Saint JamesSaint JamesSaint James
the Apostlethe Apostlethe Apostle

Feast Day: July 25

Patron Saint of: pilgrims and Spain

Origins of Saint James the Greater

James the Greater was the first apostle to be

martyred. It is recorded that Herod Agrippa

had him beheaded in Jerusalem around the

year 42 A.D. (Acts 12:1-2). However, his remains

are located in Santiago de Compostela in

Spain. It was thought that he primarily

evangelized Spain before his martyrdom.

After the Ascension

Saint James was the son of Zebedee and

Salome and brother of the Apostle

John. James and John worked with

Andrew and Peter fishing on the Sea of

Galilee before Jesus called them to

become fishers of men.

Saint James was one of Jesus’ inner

circle, which included Peter and

John. Only these three Apostles

were allowed to enter the house of

Jairus (Luke 8:51), experience the

transfiguration (Matthew 17:1), and

accompany Jesus in the Garden of

Gethsemane (Mark 14:33).

The name James is derived from the

Hebrew name “ya’aqov” for the Old

Testament Patriarch Jacob. Saint

James is also known as James the

Greater, as opposed to the other

apostle James the Lesser. With his

brother John, James is also known

as one of the Sons of Thunder.
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