
As he was a great fisherman of

humanity and a dedicated

evangelist, Saint Simon is often

symbolized by a fish resting

on the Bible.
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Feast Day: October 28

Patron Saint of:  leather workers, tanners, and sawyers

Origins of Saint Simon

Tradition says that Judas Thaddeus and

Simon preached together as a team.

There are many theories about his

death; some believe he was crucified in

Britain, and others hold that he died

peacefully at Edessa, in southern

Turkey. However, the most common

claim is that he was sawed in half in

Iran. His relics are believed to be

located in Saint Peter’s Basilica.

After the Ascension

Iran

There is very little known about Simon the

Apostle, and many of the details of his life are

debated by historians despite his critical role

in helping to establish the Early Church.

He is known as “Simon the Canaanite” and, more

commonly, “Simon the Zealot.” It is unclear if

“zealot” refers to zeal and devotion to the Law

of Moses or the Zealots, a Jewish militant

movement that sought to overthrow Roman

rule in Palestine.

Saint Simon is mentioned four times in the

Bible as one of the 12 Apostles: Matthew 10:2-

4, Mark 3:16-19, Luke 6:14-16, and Acts 1:1-13.

Simon comes from the Hebrew name

“Shim’on” meaning “he has heard”


